The Evolution of the

World Wide Web
Did you think that the
World Wide Web and the
Internet are the same?
Think again!
Here is the difference.

It is a series of computer networks that
allows multiple devices to connect and
communicate with each other globally

INTERNET

It is a layer on the
internet that uses
different protocols

WORLD WIDE WEB

THREE PROTOCOLS OF THE WORLD WIDE WEB

HTML

1.

HTTP

2.

It is the language in
which web pages
are written

URL

3.

The most common
protocol developed
speciﬁcally for the
World Wide Web

Uniform Resource
Locator is the
address that
indicates where a
given document
resides on the web

Now that we are well versed with the basics, let’s move forward and learn about the
evolution of the World Wide Web

1946 It all started in 1946
He described
how every
home had a
Logic that
accessed
a central device to retrieve information

The ﬁrst thing resembling
World Wide Web appeared
in ﬁction
Murray Leinster described
computer-like devices as
‘Logics’ in a short story
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Tim Berners Lee started
working on a project called
‘Enquire’
Enquire was just a database of
people and software who
worked at the same place as Lee
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By 1989, Tim drafted a
document titled ‘Information
Management: A Proposal’, that
shared his vision of the World
Wide Web
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By the end of 1990, Tim
joined forces with a
physicist Robert Cailliau
and rewrote the original
proposal

Tim developed the three major
components of the web HTTP, HTML and
the world’s ﬁrst
web browser

1990-1995 Taking Baby Steps
The birth of web browsers
Tim created the

world’s ﬁrst web browser called

WorldWideWeb for NeXT computer by 1990 and introduced it to his
colleagues at

CERN in 1991.

World’s
first website
the website is still
accessible today.

Guess
what

https://www.w3.org/History/19921103-hypertext/hypertext/WWW/TheProject.html

1994
October AT&T released the ﬁrst banner ad online
January

April

Jerry Yang and David
Filo registered the
Yahoo! Domain

October

Berners Lee founded
World Wide Web
Consortium (W3C) to
develop protocols and
guidelines to ensure
the growth of the
internet

Jim Clark and Marc
Andreessen
co-founded Netscape

New web browsers were also
released during this period.
Each web browser brought new improvements.
Let’s take a look at some of them

BROWSERS
1992

February

March

Line Mode Browser

Viola WWW Browser

1993

June

January

Cello Browser

Mosaic Browser

1995

April

Netscape Navigator 1.1

August

Opera 1.0

Total Internet Users till 1994 –

Internet Explorer 1.0

44.4 Million

1995-2000
World Wide Web becomes mainstream attraction
Enter JavaScript and CSS!
Its addition to the World Wide Web
was not fully supported by many
including Robert Cailliau.

First announced in
August 1995 as code
name ‘Mocha’

He described it as ‘the most horrible kluge –
(a software or hardware configuration that, while inelegant, inefficient, clumsy,
or patched together, succeeds in solving a specific problem or performing a
particular task.) in the history of computing’

Even with users having reservations
about it, JavaScript paved the way for a
more dynamic and interactive web

It came as an addition in
Netscape Navigator 2

After JavaScript, CSS brought style and look of the web

1995
September

CSS1 was introduced

September

AuctionWeb (now
known as eBay) was
launched

The ﬁrst item sold on
AuctionWeb was a laser
pointer at $14.83

1996
January

World’s ﬁrst meme
Baby Cha Cha
became a viral trend
and spread via email

It became an ofﬁcial
recommendation of W3C

1998
June

Peep-to-Peer ﬁle sharing
became popular with
Napster’s release that
peaked close to
80 million users

September

September

WiFi was introduced
to the public by the
Institute of Electrical
and Electronics
Engineers

A research project in
1996 was
incorporated into a
private company
named Google

1999
June

Google – still a
startup at the time
receives a 25 million
equity funding

August

Blogger was launched
as a blogging platform

2000
March

Internet Explorer 5 was
the ﬁrst web browser
to support
CSS1 speciﬁcation

Total number of
internet users till 2000

412.8 million

The Rise and Fall of the
Dot Com Bubble
2000-2005
The dot com bubble at a glance

The after effect

The business changed its focus
towards the web
Investors threw money in any
idea related to the web and stock
prices soared
This boom marked the
commercial growth of the World
Wide Web
Investors overlooked business
fundamentals and relied on
advancements in technology
The dot com bubble burst
between 2000-2001

Only 49% dot com businesses
founded since 1996 were
operational by March 2000

2000
Google launched AdWords

(now Google Ads) to compete with
GoTo.com

2000
Recession in Japan

July

triggered the ‘dot com
bubble’ to burst and stocks
were sold off

Recording companies like A&M
Records ﬁled a lawsuit against
Napster and the service was
shut down

2001
January

Wikipedia was launched by

Jimmy Wales and Larry Sanger

Race to become the
best social network begins
2001- 2005

All Social Media websites

2001
October

Adrian Scott founded ryze.com
a predecessor to LinkedIn – as a
new generation social networking
platform

2002
March

Friendster, another social
networking platform was launched
September

Phoenix (now Firefox) beta
version was released by the
Mozilla Organization

2003
May

WordPress and LinkedIn
were launched
August

Myspace was launched and
became one of the largest social
networking platform

2004
February

Facebook was launched with limited
access to students in the US and
Canada until 2006

2005
February

Former PayPal employees
launched YouTube
June

Reddit was launched by Steve
Huffman and Alexis Ohanian after
meeting with Paul Graham

Total number of
internet users till 2005

1.02 Billion

World Wide
Web goes
mobile (2005-2010)

2006

March

Twitter was founded in March but was made
available to the public in July

May

Pirate Bay’s servers were raided and taken
over by Swedish Police

2007

June

World’s ﬁrst iPhone was launched and
revolutionized mobile web
November

August

Facebook ads was introduced
to allow brands to
target users based on
demographics

Hashtags ‘#’ became
a thing

2008

September

July

Google Chrome
browser was released
followed by a stable
version (v 1.0.154)
in December

iOS App Store was
launched with
500 apps initially
September

The ﬁrst version of
Google Android OS
was released

October

Android Market (now
Play Store)
was launched

1.9 Billion

Total number of
internet users till 2010

Paradigm
Shift 2010 – Present
2010

October

October

After posting the ﬁrst
picture in July, Kevin
Systrom launched
Instagram ofﬁcially

2012

Siri – the ﬁrst
virtual assistantwas
launched as a part of iOS 5

April

March

Facebook acquired
Instagram for
$1 billion

2018

2011
2018

Facebook dealt with
controversies in this time
including the Cambridge
Analytica data scandal

May

EU’s General Data
Protection Regulation
(GDPR) comes into effect

Total number of internet
users till now approx.

4.4 billion

(April 2019)

To Wrap Up

The web changes every day and every
technological advancement will be
superseded at a faster pace than before. Tim Berners Lee created the web as an
open source and didn’t patent it.

His legacy will live on if we keep the web open
and extendable and make it the most valuable
source of information
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